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J4ao "se Tune a= the Nllderness "avern 

Wltn iapo:ocles (and GratlzuEe) to the >laywrlgnt Steve Martin 
whose~ play Prcasso a: tne Laplne Aslle, an lmaglnary conversation 
between PaDLo Picasso and Albert Elnsteln In a Paris Dar in 1904, 
was the lns?lratlon for zhls pa?er 

I- ace': -- Tne Wilderness Tavern, somewhere in Virginia 
1aze 15 April 1865 
Time 6:00 _3 ?I. 

The &cene opens with two ethereal gentlemen seated at a corner 
tas1 e In a dar-c and. dingy :gLh Century Virginia tavern. "here 1s 
a zartender (wno <ee?s Jrlnglnc -he customers large craizs of 
-0cai~ aLe\ aut tnere are no owner customers. Eacn <aale xas a 
slnc-e candle t:laz 1s flickering in tne cold night air tnaz 1s 
cornins throucn the cracks In z-ie old wooden walls It 1s 
unseasonaaly cold. for a sprlrq evening in southern Virginia -AI 
zhe only occu~led. zaJLe sits the stately and lm?erlous Car1 -Jon 
CLaus,ewltz who nas seen dead. for 32 years and tne intense an6 
aloof Yao "se Xng who ~111 be 3orn in 28 years As tne scene 
opens,, it 1s clear irom tnelr expressions and. loud voices tnat 
tne tlwo cenrlemen 2ave zeen arFu1r-q 

Mao !ke Tung. let's cnange tne su3;ect before 1111s dlscusslon 
turns violent And, let's face it, we bot2 <now sometxlng a3out 
vio1e,nce You will never convince me that war 1s a 2aradoxlcal 
trinlrty since I already cnow tnat war has a dual nature 
Obvlous:y, you naven't stucled your dlalectlcs very we11 And 
you calL yourself German You musz have nad a Lad educazlon 

Carl bon Clausewitz O-y, this once you win And. since 1 '-be 
had qne near= attack aLready, I've 3een 
?ress'ure 

=olC. to keep my blood 
under control Xere is a Less conten:1ous sualect 

military genius 1 see it In three--sorry--I see It's Ilavlng 
multL?le aspecrs A military genius must -iave an outstanLlng 
rempyramenz and. an ouzszandlng intellect and tnese 
cxaracterlstlcs must De directed. zowards military success 11 ‘J ,I 
as in Victory. 

Mao If not profound, a= least lnterestlng Since I w1:: 
eventually reac and crltlque your ideas, let's start now 
me adout 

"ell 
these cuaLltles and 1'1: teL1 you whether Z agree with 

you _ Not tliat I expect zo c_?anFe your mind but It's a COOL 
mental exercise for me. I have zhe ieelln: tnat I am going to se 
starved I'or lntelLectua1 stlmulatlon during my so-called. Xarl:/ 
Years 
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Clausewltz ALrlcht 1' 11 3egin wit-? temperament w%ch 1s your 
psyche, =hat inner place where values and character reside. Your 
temperament includes several quall:les and 1'11 start wit3 tie 
one called t';301dness" secause it 1s =ne first ?rerequisi=e of zne 
great mlllxary leader-l It's the ability 10 proceed towards your 
Goa1 des?lte al1 t--e dangers in your way It's staying Ine 
course as tirectly and 5orcefully as possi3le Given tne 
violence, chaos, suffering, uncertainty and dancer Of 
warfighting, can you imagine a great commander wlthou, boldness3 

Mao: Absolutely not. E always laugnt my soldiers t_?at zhere 
~111 ;3e no victory without courage in aattle and tnat --?ey must 
nave '1 no fear of sacrifice, no fear of fallsue and con=lnuous 
flghtlnF It2 But tne commander requires more virtues rhan his 
:roo3s. Certainly, :he commancer must nave all zne 3asic 
milil'ary virtues (e g physical strengt2, courage) 3ut xe also 
needs 2e determlnatlo; to "press on" des?l,e the 3ar&hlps and 
setzacks I &d not always win every Jattle in my career JUZ Z 
"stayed tile course" and I believe :nat Z eventually won =he war 
against zhe lm?erlaLlsts 1 Aope =here are Americans llstenlnc 

Clausewitz vayae tnls isn't so surprising 3ut t3e hlgAer up In 
t-ie nill:ary rants you go, the less you witness aoldness 
Gener,als are generally a cautious lot which 1s why so few 
generals are true neroes 

Mao On ,hls 1 can agree wl~n you wnoleAearredly. Zt isn't 
meant for every man to rise to tne tar, of his nation and/or Its 
army 3 my case 1 think 1 will never stop slrlvlng to lead 
CAina to a soclaLlst u:opla and that will mean =aklnc some 
conslCerable risks vis-a-vis tAe Russians and. t_?e Americans One 
thing ,Aat gives me conilcence and ennances my boldness 1s that 1 
alway,s feel 1 have tne people, rhe army and. =_?e party behlne me 
and wl=h me ' Tney would do anythinG for me, lncluc2ng flchtlng 
to tQe deal_? (Startles Clausewltz by bounding on the table 1 
"hey 'tnow 1 am never afralc of <allure nor deatn. "hey know 1 
took on -he Kuomlnzang early in my career and nave ne-Jer sto?pec 
flgntlnc for t3em ant leading by example My life will ever be 
one struggle after another 

Clauidewltz Courage 1s related zo SoLCness in -2at II is also an 
antlCote to dancer All soldiers, whatever =helr rank, mus: Aave 
basic courage But tnere 1s another kind. of courage tnat 1s 
required Of tlie commancer Tells 1s the courage to acce3t 
responsi5iliZy 

Mao: Got 1~' Xven as a young man, I organized. local rebeZllons 
in tAe Hunan province. And If you glance at my currrculum vitae, 
you will see that I continue to seek and accept more and more 
res?onslblllty In 1946 I will zace direct command of the 
Cnlnese Communist Parzy's mlllzary forces and in 1949 I wlL1 
Jecoqe Clalrman of t2e Chinese Communist Party. If txere were a 

2 



more res?onslbLe 103 that affected the lives of more seo?le, I 
cannoz imagine it 

Clausewitz. I tnlnk I am deteczlng a bit of Zgo nere. Too Jac 
'reud can't Ioin us. He would have a field day wlzl? your 
relationshl? wlt1i your parents anC your first so-called. marriage 
Buz I,dlzress And, SLease, don't be offenced 5y my Zgo comment 
"herells nozhlng wrong with 1go or ambition in a mlLltary senlus 
In facz, deslrlnz fame and honor and rlslng above tne com?etlzlon 
manifests itself in an incredible zhlrst ior cnowlecge about 
warfare which can only further tne Clause, er, cause 

Mao I -1ave never hlcden my amalzlon 3uz w2y am I gettinc tne 
Zeelinq tnaz if I nad been jorn a century earlier, you would Aave 
wrltzkn about me rather than aJout Xapoleon? 1 certainly mace 
5ewer critical mistaces than _?e dlc 

Claus'ewitz ToboCy's perfect. And in war es?eclally txere are 
znincs 3eyonE even tne military genius' control Tnerefore, me 
rnlLlt&rv census must control zhose znlngs thaz he can A3ove 
all, he mist control hlmsel: I consider self-contra: 'I t-ie 
~12: bf kee?lng calm under the greatest stress 'I4 

Mao Suddenly, I am "7our for Zour 'I Yy family, my blogra?ners, 
my friends and even my enemies will all tell you that I was 
aLways a patient, 2ruLenz ant pragmatic man w-10 test -iis emotions 
subservient to and controlled my his mlnc Xiat's next? 

Clauskwitz: Let me acd one more in z2e temperament crou? and 
then we'll turn tz the Intellect because 1 don't wan: zo 3e nere 
when tAe sun comes u?. There's a key azzrlbute called cnaracter 
and. 1~ 's 5ound in tnose who stlcc. to their convlctlons 5 

Mao F;onderfulr Here's where I get to zal< about the sacrifices 

L4 

en ure6 for tle sake of my convlctlons 7or examzle, I was 
- g in zxe unCerground for twenty-two years afser fleeing Zrom 

the &overnment's army in 1927 with my poorly armed troops 
During the Autumn I-farvest 
be cestroyec." 

Yprisinc aL1 four of my regiments wl1l 
I struggled wit2 C_?alng Kai-Sne<, ;in Iiao, 

Japan,, tne Soviet Union and the Unlzed Szates--ant tn1.s 1s the 
Short, Lss. 

One &her thins: aelnc a ?ragmazist, I never douDtec =-?a: ""he 
2nd lustliles the Means I' I experimented wit1 clfferenz means 
sut I never lost sight oi the ulzlmaze End, r2e creation of a 
soclallsr uzopla aased on the ?rlnclples of Yarxlsm I haE tne 
courage oi my convictions for sixty years 

Claus'ewltz Now, the otner lngre&ent in my military Genius 
recipe is 0utstanLing intellect and. lt has several as?eczs 
~udgmenz, insight (or quick recognition of a truth), presence of 
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mlnc ~ (or t-?e ability 02 deal with tne unexpected), vision and 
lnqulsltlveness. rake your sick 

Mao Let me start w1tn vision. MY strategic vision was 
sus=allned for sixty years I never cevla=ed from my aellefi tnat 
I could adapt the principles of Yarxlsm-Leninism to a large, 
rural semi-colonial nazion like China and =hat I could. rally the 
peop:e, especially :1ie peasanss, ~0 support my ideas. On certain 
:nings I was willing to be flexible I understood tnat tne 
peasants would be =he -- so-tiers Oi our revo1ution and. tne 
?role,tarlat would De =he leaders.- If otner communists thlnc 
tAat I: overemphaslzed =_?e peasantry, tl?at's too 2aE. 7or I am 
not as-?amed zo be one of rliem. Once a peasant, always a peasant 

Clausewltz "he military genius must nave a sense of locality 
iirould you say tnat you have a lll~~ly developed sense of 21aceT 

Mao- : do not wan= to bore you wit_? a:1 that 1 xave written 
about' 3ases areas zut 1 must srag aJout now -3erce2tlve I was in 
croun,dlng revolutionary activity wlthln the heienslve perimeter 
3: zne 3ase area _ nave ap?lled Marxism to solve military 
2ro2lems '1. ant tne most essential :nlng in Marxism 1s tne 
concrete analysis of condltlons.ita 1 believe mat knowledge of 
t_?e terrain 1s essential in warflghzlnc and one of tne reasons 
wny my followers and. 1 2ave 2een so successful In fis-itinc 
conventional warriors like tne Frenc_? and. t_?e Americans 1s tnaf 
we cDuntereE w1zn gerrilla 
geocr'aphy into a weapon. 

and. mobi-e sactics tnat turned 

"0 my sense of ?-ace, 1 would Lice to add my sense of time “0 
achieve peace, tnere is no llrnit on :lme You snoulcZ a6d a sense 
of time to your criteria 

Clausewltz Too Laze 3ut what about presence of mine? Will 
you b,e aD1e 10 deal wltn :he unexpected' 

Mao I tnlnc I demonstrated tha= over and over again. I am a 
very patienz and flexible man I recognize zhat war 1s fIlled 
w1t-1 uncerzalntles and. sudden, even impro5ab1e, events 3ut one 
must persevere and. work shrough these c_?allenges I nave viewed 
war in t2ree 3asic stages first, there's ant 
terrorism, tl?en cuerrllla tactics and finally, 

zropaganea 
q ul1-scale war 

Cnex?ec,ec tangs can Aapsen in each state 70 me, war is 
eminently com?rehenslble, even mundane 2?though war 1s rife 
wl:h uncertainty, 1: 1s something we, or at least I, can control 
as an un&erstanda51e socla- phenomenon. Tnat 1s wny I s?enE so 
much rime studylnc war and. fine-tunlnc my Ideas about It 

Clausewitz *And. do you =nlnk you xave an inqulrinz mind? 
Readers ~11: want to cnow. 



Mao ~ I'll read your work, won', I. (Laughs to hmself ) X-ien I 
was An my teens and 20's, I was a voracious reader 5 even 
wortep in a Iljrary rn Peking. 1'11 devour >arwln ant Yarx and 
Encels and otner so-called. Western tninters aecause 1 want to 
learn, as much as I can. As I matured, I was always wi11ing to 
-iste+ zo others, for example, Deng Xlao?lnF and 250~ Xnall 

1 txlnk shere were ?eopLe who thought Inat X was some sort of 
lnte1Lectual who was no: very practical. Tnis was not t_?e case 
K-0 decenr Marxis=-Leninis: would. zecome paralyzed by theor:/ 
Ideas mus= serve a cause I was a conslsten, and consclentlous 
pro?opent of learning Ehrough colng. I was ever the 2ractlcal 
and. concrete man of action I don'= know how many times I sal5 
t2at "Our cnlef metnod 1s zo learn warfare -_?rough warfare 119 

Clausewltz 'eoxle ~111 want to <now -he ex=en: to w_?lch your 
Iudcrnent and. intellect will have lasting influence on tne nlstory 
of ideas Eow would you cnaracterlze your legacy? 

Mao I txlnk my mayor lnslchts were in four areas first, tne 
w11: pf tne people, second, =he relatlonshlp between straregy an5 
:ac:ics, rnlrd, t_?e blurrlnc oi tie dlstlnctlon aetween the 
201iticaL anE t-ie military and four=n, the 2ower Of 
con~raCiction.5. 

Clausewitz Care to ela2orate Nait, 1 zninc. Z'LI neec anozrrer 
ale 3artender, two more aLes, please Your throat must De dry - _ <new you were zoing zo write volumes so I should. have expected 
you would have a lot zo say as well 

Mao You weren't exac-1y t-?e most succinct writer 1 ever read 
eitner 3ut I'm not 2ere to criticize 7.2e wilL oi tne ??ol;;\:e 
is eas;7 to ex31ain From wna: o=ner source wou:C. a ?oLiticaL or 
miLitarTy organlzatlon derive 1ts 3ower3 ?ie ?eozle's Will 
Eeternines :he war's fate and. :.2e country's fate Is - Let me quote 
myselr' "Tne richest source of sower to wace war lies in tne 
massep of the people I'= 

Clauskwitz YayLe your ?eople's ~111 1s akin to my 2asslon o,f 
zrie 2,eople 

Mao ' "ha= crossed. my mind. I once commented that ""nere 1s cry 
wooC. pcattered al1 over China which will flare up " and I' _ t-le 
forest ~111 continue to provide WOOC.."~~ Suc2 an incenciary 
event surely relies on :he passion ol t_?e people 

Clausewitz. Will you Eiscuss s=ratecy and. tactics nex= or snaL_ 
we order some food first? 1 rhrnk I have haE enough foot for 
tXougnt 1 need some fooE for sustenance 3artenderl Two 
Tenison Specials 



Mao 1'11 con=xtue un=ll =he food arrives. I Aate to Zrag 3ut I 
nave several worthwhile thoughts on strateg and zac:lcs I 
won'? argue wi=n xose wxo say my iceas are not original Z 
actnqwledge 5at my contri>ution is more in ap~licax~on tnan 
in crjeazion Lex me summarize my basic ideas. I will claim tnat 
you cjan Destroy forces tha= are su?erlor on a strategic ceve1 as 
-ens as you are stronger in Tactical er-qa~ements." Tne (ey 1s 
to rgaLlze =xa= everything eventually breaks up as long as you 
can ?lnd Its weacness so one goal of your intelligence satnerers 
1s to Elnd t-?e enemy's weak point I cannot resist cquotinc 
myself again "AZrhough we are inferior as a whole Iln terms o? 
numbers), we are axo1utely superior in every ?ar: and every 
s?eciiflc campaign As time goes on, we sxall Decome superior as 
a wnble and eventually wipe out all the enemy Ill4 Z Iike tne 
idea of ta<lnc tne enemy's strategic superiority and turnlnz 1: 
into ; 'Ia negative " Sf my rroops .eer, winning battles and 
campaigns, sudden-y tne enemy 1s weac. and we are s:rong Z see 
my troops moving :rom inieriority to parisy :o superiority and 
sudcen?_y tne enemy's strategic superiority is meaningless I 
nave 0Zten procLaimeE znat "Our szratecy ls,:,~~i= one azainsx ten' 
and dur tactics are '31, ten against one LI And. when we 21~ 
ten against one, we a&e a fully concenrratec Zorce 2ittinF tne 
enemy's weacest 30int I SLlOUlr, point out tnat my tactics #Jere 
Aar&ly concealed and. t-2at al- tile enemy nad to do was read. wnat 1 
wrote to make a fair flcnt. 

Clausewltz AnC xlease enllchten me on your syntnesls Cf t-ie 
ml1lthry and. the ~o~ltlcal entitles 

Mao Some caL1 it "the mlZltarlzazlon of ?oLltlcs" and some eaLL 
1t 1's-?e ?oLiticization of =ne military N 
dlffe'rence between tne two concepts 

Zitner way t-?ere is no 
"ne army must se xolitica1 

and tie polltlclans must be mllltarlstic or C_?lna 1s golnc to en2 
u? in xne Fourth Korld. 1 always t1iougnt of military 1eacersnir, 
as c1,oseness to and. moDlllzatlon of the masses I6 3u= since t-ie 
?ure bon-revoluzlonary soldier was estranged. from the masses, ne 
needed ?oLltlcal ecucation in order to set Liim close to t2e 
?eop12 ne was meant to serve 

- ?r$acned. practical (read. survival) tactics, revolutionary 
?oxLnsm and localized. 201iticaL-military negemony, whlc2 
rezresentee a new ?aradlsm Zor Chinese Communism and Its army I 
was cjonvlnced thaz the Chinese Iied Army was " .an armed croup 
for cxryinc out poli=icaZ tascs of a class nature "l' BUZ t_?ere 
was resistance to tlrlls LEea zecause soldiers xad been taught ior 
ages to separate tnemselves from Lie civilian >opula=ion I am 
very-proud 05 tAe zrldges 1 Dullt berween our sol&ers and our 
pea?-9. 

Clausewitz And in my 3es= Kanlil Glbran imlta=ion, Speak to me 
of CoixzraEic==ons 
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Mao. 1 -?ave Llsted a few examples 05 contraElc=lons wlzhln 
guerrilla warfare- have a ?lan and. be :LexlLle, carry out 
offenses In a defensive war, carry ouz 3attles of quicc declslon 
in - "i zrotracted war, have exterior-line operations witnln 
interlog-line 03erat10ns.la "hese are not antagonistic 
conttiadlczlons tnat need to be corrected. or reso1veE tAroug2 
revolution Some con:radlczlons are narural and benign Over 
time I have listed at leas= flf-zeen war-relatec contradlczlons, 
e s I' offense and. Eefense, advance and retreat, victory anE 
defealz, ~osizional war and mobile war, old so1dlers an6 new 
solEiers and zlie regular army and guerrilla forces Some 
conz+adlctlons can 3e left alone 3uz not tne one between tAe 
o?preissor and tne oppressed. 

Claus'ewitz Z know you said earlier that I wasn't mucn of a 
dlaleczlclan buz, as you can see, my mlLltary genius is, in fact, 
a 2armonious com3ina=ion of two qualities, 
cnaralcter or 

1nzelLlgence and moral 
zem3eramenr And my military census 1s not a 

zneoretician WI10 sits around. all Eay contem~1atin~ war anE 
wrizlng essays 1-e 1s a man of action who succee& in war, tne 
Ktimqte miLitary activity 

?rZao : 1 coucd not agree more I read a lot an6 wrote a lot sut 
It was all c5rected towarc tne peo?le's victory .AnC lez me ad5 
tna: 15 you can accept some military duality, t-?en 1 can accept a 
versl'on of your trinity. I once contrizuted to a Rezort on tne 
Issues of 2olltical Nor< in t3e Armv wn1cn assertee tnat 
11 oe P of t2e Cliinese Communist 3arty's acti-Titles 
1s scnlevlng t-?e unity of the revolutionary ?eo?le, 
anC armed forces rlLg 

government 
Sounds trinity-lice to me 

1 doq't know now you r'eel azout people who reduce all you nave 
tnouaht and. written to cllcnes and a32orlsms suz it irritates me 
In y& case 1 tnlnk 1~ 1s unforzunare tnat your trlnlty nas zeen 
:reated as something so flat, so one-dlmenslcnal Yes, there are 
reason, 2asslon and cnance in war But if one iCenzi?les 2assron 
w1t-1 t2e >-eople, reason wit-2 t3e 2oLiticians and. chance wltn 
milit$ry, AOW does one account for t_?e fact tnat tAose In 
~o:ltlcs and tnose in the military are, first anE foremost, 
peopl&T And if they are people, tnen z3ey are susceptlzle to 
passion, especiaLly in time of war 

Clausewltz- WeZl, YOU nave -he advantage of knowing now my 
zrlnlty will be interpreted. I would certainly 3e Elsa?pelnted 
if my zhous_?ts were slm?llfled because nor_?lng In war 1s slrn21e 
It lslamong the most complex Auman endeavors 

One final ?oinz. I zhlnc. tne greatesr military genius, txe :<lgn 
CommapEer, evensuaLly becomes The Statesman, tl2e strateclc 
t-?lnk+r WAO pursues narlonal 2011~~ 



Mao Tnat may be true for some jut in my case 1 was 
simu$aneously a military and a polislca1 leader WO 
metamor~2osls or evolution for me 1 never separated. tne zwo 
?ursulzs and felt tne synt3esls of tile IWO wlzhln me 

And, as Gong as I have your attention, S'E like to clarify 
somethlnc zhaz will be misunderstood about my mllltarTy views 
?Iany suserficia1 critics WllL opine znaz my 
cuerri~la/mo3i~e/revolutionary approac:? zo war is a shorz-zerm, 
zeclslve and aczlon-oriented response to damage DU= not destroy 
t2e e+emy Au conzaire. I recommended an approach teat fits 
tAe training and. resources and time and place of my army. But 
all t3e cnat-like operations I would plan were par: of a grand 
design zo wear down and. eventually annlhllate my enemy 1 lave 
state< t2at "The Cestructlon of the enemy 1s rhe 2rlmary oa~ecz 
of war1123 and 5 meant it 

Let me aEd. one more conclusion thaz 1s exzremecy hard for me 10 
admit, "Someday ~1s !guerrilla) cnaraczer ~11: deilnlt?Ly 
become a zhlnc to 3e ashamed of and r3erelore to be Clscardec Dut 
toCay it is invaluable and. must 3e firmly retainee II'1 The 
cuerrhlla movemenz Aas Deen very, very good to me sut I nave -3 
acknowledge rhaz it 1s a 23ase t_?rouc_? w>lc_? revoCuzlonary war 1s 
?ro+$ssing 

So, given your criteria for a military genius, do I CuaLlfy? 

Clausewitz Yes, undoubtedly You certainly have tne 
outst+ndin~ intellecr and outstandin temperament thaz I 
5escrlzed and your efzorts were undenlazly focussed on achlevrnF 
military success Your ideas about using ZuerrlLla tactics and 
rnoDl1e warfare in the service of XevoZutlonary Xar were borrowed 
anC &ccessfully applied by many others I'd venture a guess 
tAat they will be influential Decades aiter you, like me, are 
Lead &nd gone Now I znlnk I need 10 s=retcn my legs 

Mao: I've enloyed zalcln5 with you but, if you don't mind. my 
saying so, reading your material 1s going to 3e a real cnaLlense 
for m'l 1 will agree with many of your iceas, 2arzlcuLarLy tne 
ones about force and ?olltlcs In 1938 I will quo-e your 'I war 
is t2e conzinuazion of Tolltics II szazement Jut then 1'11 aEd 
tnat 1' war 1s poLltics and war Itself 1s a ?oll:lcal action II" 
3ut you've cot to aCmlt thaz sometimes your wrltlnz 1s a 312 
obtuse. 

Clausewltz: Sorry 1 dlcn'z plan to die so soon an< leave al1 
tnat tinedited stuff lying around 
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Su&%Ky, tne tavern door swings open Stan&n5 In tne doorway, 
with tne northern wind swlrllng around %m, a za:l, gaunt anE 
DeardeC gentleman with a szoveplpe Ilat ISeers Into the dark room 
He ebters and closes the door behind. nlm 3e spots tIie two 
conversazlonallsts In the corner 

Stradger TerriDce nlglit. Care 1f 5 loin you3 

Apolojsles again (and gratitude) to tne playwrlghr Sseve Fartin, 
whose Xay, PIcasso at :he La3ine Anile, ended. w1tn tne 
appeqrance of t3e third side of the 20Ch Cenzury's cultural 
triancrle- 3lVlS Apologies should proDaaZy 3e extended to 
?reslEent A3raham ;lncoln as well 
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